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N E W S  L E T T E R 

Christine & James Craig 
Jamie Chapman 
Sandra Richard 
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Check out our new logo!  More information on Page Two . . . . . . 
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MAC: L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Members and Friends,  
 
The Monson Arts Council has a new logo! Our need for the logo was initially inspired by our planning for a 
website (coming soon) and the result has been spectacular. The logo is dynamically colored in tones of yellow, 
gold, orange and red to represent the energy we bring to Monson and to our members. The theatrical mask 
represents our commitment to the performing arts — theatre, dance, & music, and the brush represents our 
commitment to the visual arts, from painting to crafts and photography.  
 
Nancy Bryant, of Gicleé of New England, Inc., a talented designer, volunteered to create the logo, with input 
from our Board members and member artists, as well as David Xanatos who is donating his expertise  to create 
our website. A lively and fun session at one of our Board meetings including logo critique, color evaluation, 
discussion of the symbols we used and lots of great enthusiasm.  Our thanks to Nancy!  
 
On the next page of this newsletter you will find a report on our summer Art Camp. The success of this joint 
venture with the Town of Monson Parks and Recreation Department is a tribute to everyone involved, from the 
students who attended to Bill Devine our director and Tim Pascale, Director of Parks & Recreation. Special 
appreciation, however, goes to Reed Coles, who first envisioned the art camp and whose vision enabled him 
and fellow committee members Jeannie Guertin, Cindy Nothe, Susan Jones and Erin Greene to persist 
throughout the planning process and bring it to fruition. Thank you, Reed!  
 
We have many events coming up this fall. Enrich your own life and come join us at The Sound of Music, the 
Holiday Crafts Fair and our Holiday Galleries at the House of Art. We’ll see you there.  
 
 
Artfully yours,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maureen Solomon 
MAC President, 2006-2007 
Maureen@goodread.com 
413-267-3042 (w) and 413-267-5171 (h) 
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The first summer of Monson Arts Council Summer Art 
Camp  (MACAC) is over and the success of the newly 
instituted program has pleased everyone, making summer a 
nicer time for many children.  The Art Camp gratified 
many campers and parents, as well as artists, as they were 
able to show what it’s all like for them to create. The 
Monson Parks and Recreation Department and the Monson 
Arts Council has made an unexpected union for the 
betterment of both programs and a step in the right 
direction for the town as a whole.  

 
The camp was in fact a win, win, win, win, and win 
situation. The children enjoyed a “Whitman Sampler” of 
the arts: watercolor, ceramics, yoga, culinary arts, drama, 
paper molding, mask making, swimming, friendship . . . 
and their week’s worth of art hanging in “The House of 
Art”.  These were all on the roster.  

 

Bill Devine, the Monson High School’s recently retired arts 
teacher and sports coach, did a wonderful job of directing 
the camp with honed expertise and a gentle, positive 
winning attitude.  

 
The success of the camp was due to the great volunteers 
that saw the vision and made it happen in the art camp 
subcommittee, and the gentle guidance of the mother 
organization of the “Board of Directors”.  Making it happen 
is something all volunteers do, and of course you can too 
when you volunteer with us at the Arts Council.  

 
Most of all, this was a win for the children who enjoyed a 
constructive time learning about the arts from experts in a 
very kid friendly environment. Come join us make things 
happen.  

-Reed Coles 
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Soon the “hills” and Memorial Hall will be alive with “The 
Sound of Music.”  According to Monson resident and 
Monson Arts Council Director Ray Surprenant, “The Sound 
of Music is a timeless classic that every family should 
share.” 
 
This famous musical that features the music of Richard 
Rodgers and the lyrics of Oscar Hammerstein II will be 
performed on the stage of Memorial Hall located at 198 
Main Street in Monson October 19, 20, 26 and 27 at 8 p.m., 
and October 21 and 28 at 2 p.m. After the 2 p.m. matinee, 
Surprenant and some of the actors will be available for 
questions and discussions about the show. 
 
This will be the fourth theatrical production Surprenant has 
directed for the Monson Arts Council. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in theater and has directed or acted in well over 100 
plays.  
 
“Most everyone knows at least some of the beautiful songs 
that are a part of this show, thanks in part to the Oscar 
winning movie starring Julie Andrews,” said Surprenant. 
“Our production is full of familiar faces to all our Monson 
Arts Council fans.” 
 
One of those “familiar faces” is Megan Fish of Granby, 
Massachusetts, who performed in the Monson Arts 
Council’s production of “In Good Spirits” last fall. This 
year, Fish will be playing the lead role of Maria in “The 
Sound of Music.” The character Maria is the good-natured 
postulant who is hired to care for the children of a widowed 
military captain, George Von Trapp, who runs an even 
tighter ship at home than he does in the navy. As the 
musical unfolds, Maria struggles to decide her true calling 
in life and how to connect to the seven mischievous – but 
loveable – children put in her charge. With her singing, 
warm heartedness and firm but fair approach to discipline, 
Maria begins to win over the children – and the captain. 
However, as their bond grows closer, so does the 
encroachment of the Nazis, and so the Von Trapp family 

and Maria must make a heart wrenching decision in order 
to save their lives.  “This is the most challenging role 
(Maria) I’ve ever played,” said Fish. “I’m very excited I’ve 
been given this opportunity.”  Fish claims the Monson Arts 
Council’s version of “The Sound of Music” is so delightful 
that the audience will want to sing along in their seats.  
“Many people remember ‘The Sound of Music’ from when 
they were younger, and we hope we can bring the audience 
members back to that time in their lives even if it is just for 
a short while,” she said. 
 
David Chivers, of Wilbraham will be playing the role of 
Captain Von Trapp. The down-to-earth and friendly Mother 
Abbess will be played by Palmer resident Rae Banigan; 
Nazi-sympathizer and conniving love interest to the 
captain, Elsa, will be played by Monson resident Jaime 
Taber; and the lovable free loader and friend of the captain, 
Max, will be played by David Xanatos of Monson.  
 
The Von Trapp children are being played by all local 
newcomers to the Monson Arts Council’s stage, but 
according to Surprenant, “they are incredibly talented with 
amazing voices that blend beautifully.”  Playing the part of 
Liesl is Elena Gillis of Brimfield, who will be making her 
Monson Arts Council debut in this role.  Gillis has 
performed in many area productions, including the “Lion 
the Witch and the Wardrobe” and Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer’s Night Dream.”  “We are all so excited about 
the show,” said Gillis, who claims her fellow cast members 
already think of each other as extended family. “From the 
very first rehearsal we had, I knew this was going to be an 
amazing show.”  Among the younger talent featured in The 
Sound Music, is Paul Adzima of Belchertown, who landed 
the role of Rolf, the conflicted Nazi sympathizer and young 
love interest of Liesl, the oldest of the Von Trapp family 
children.  
 
Tickets can be purchased at the door and cost $14 general 
admission and $12 for students and senior citizens. Call 
267-4286 for more information. 



��(����

�����
���	�
�

Scholarship Fund Committee 
Seeking motivated individuals to form 
and serve on a Scholarship Fund 
Committee.  This new Committee will 
plan fund raising for the Arts Council for 
the specific purpose of establishing 
scholarships to local students.  No 
experience necessary.  For more 
information please call Tod Beall, 
Chairman of the Scholarship Fund 
Committee at 267-3235. 
 

Craft Fair  
Positions available to assist with the 
Arts Council’s Holiday Craft Fair.  The 
Craft Fair is held every Thanksgiving 
weekend and we are looking for helpers 
not only during the Fair, but also for 
preparation and clean-up.  No 
experience necessary.  If interested, 
please call Richard Guertin at 596-
2090. 
 

New York City Bus Trip 
Seeking individual to organize and 
accompany the New York City Bus Trip.  
Involves reserving bus for trip, handling 
reservations and having a good time in 
New York City.  No experience 
necessary.  Please call Barbara Keffer 
at 267-4286. 
 

Poster Person 
Wanted:  Individual to be responsible for 
distributing publicity posters for Arts 
Council events.  No experience 
necessary.  Please call Maureen 
Solomon at  267-5172. 

The Monson Arts Council is always 
looking for volunteers to lend a hand in 
everything we do, especially the positions 
listed below.  We are an equal opportunity  
volunteer based organization!   
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The Monson Arts Council Annual Holiday Craft Fair on 

Thanksgiving Weekend always includes a Monson Arts Council 
Booth. This year, instead of tee-shirts, we will be featuring art by 

our members. You are invited to participate! Our craft show 
attracts thousands of visitors to the two-day event, so this is a nice 

opportunity to sell your work. 
 

If you are not currently a member of the Monson Arts Council, 
you are invited to join and be part of our show. To sell your art 
prints, please request guidelines and registration form to sign up 
for the booth. There is no charge to our artists, but the Monson 

Arts Council will take a 20% commission on all sales.  
Call 413-267-3042 or 413-267-4429 
or e-mail macartshow@earthlink.net. 
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