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Jane Appleby 
Norma George 
Steven Wilda 
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Did you know a Beneficiary ($100) gets 
free tickets for two to all our events?  

At $14/ticket for two plays this comes out to $56 by itself! 

Several people enjoyed the Holiday Gallery reception with 
goodies provided by Susanne Gendron. 

Linda Spelko and Juliet Bacchas in front of their display of 
beautiful pottery. 
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MAC:  L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d  
 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
As we enter a new year, the Monson Arts Council is looking ahead with energy and enthusiasm.  
To mention just the highlights of the coming year: 
 
* We have plans in the works to establish a Scholarship Fund to help local art students. 
 
* Our spring art show will be on the theme The Dance of Texture, Light and Color and jurors have 
been selected. 
 
* Our theatre committee has developed a 3-year program for our spring and fall productions (we've 
approved I Hate Hamlet for spring and The Music Man for next fall and a program for 2009 and 2010.) 
 
* Our 2nd year of summer art camp is planning for 2008. 
 
* A special event to celebrate our 30th anniversary (!) is being planned for fall. 
 
This newsletter, along with an invitation to join our organization, has been mailed to a wide circle of 
friends who have attended our events and supported our programs. The financial cost of becoming a 
member of the Monson Arts Council is very small - just $10 for an individual and $15 for a family. 
This is because we believe that everyone who loves theatre, art and music will want to be part our 
effort to bring these to Monson. 
 
Your membership offers support that makes a big difference to life in our community - and I don't just 
mean the Town of Monson, because many of you who receive this invitation are from neighboring 
towns. I mean, the community of people who enjoy and treasure live theatre and the visual arts. I mean 
you, who came and sang along to The Sound of Music for days afterward. I mean you, who come every 
year to view the art show which has become known and noted throughout western Massachusetts! 
Without your support we, in this amazing small town of Monson, could not continue to produce our 
programs.  
 
It takes lots of people to support the arts and the artists who give the core of their lives to enhance 
quality of life for each of us. Join us to learn about our programs through our newsletter, for 
opportunities to contribute your time and energy to our efforts, to meet new friends and be part of the 
most active, energetic and vital community group supporting the arts in Massachusetts. 
 
We welcome you in advance and thank you!  Artfully yours, 
 
 
 
 
Maureen Solomon 
MAC President 
Maureen@goodread.com 
413-267-3042 (w) and 413-267-5171 (h) 
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“What a great show!” was repeated by many people leaving the MAC’s production of “Sound of 
Music”. All ages agreed that its universal appeal was certainly a draw. Megan Fish, as Maria, was 
superb and of course, the kids were charming. But everyone in the show was terrific.  Our director, 
Ray Surprenant, was marvelous as he led the huge 48-member cast through their paces 
 
Especially pleasing was the harmonizing by the different groups – the nuns, the kids’ chorus, as well 
as the principals. This was thanks to our talented music director, Elisabeth Weber. A special thanks to 
all the crew backstage and the many who built that stupendous set. 
 
It will be hard to top – but look forward to “Music Man” in November of 2008.  

The Monson Arts Council 29th Holiday Craft 
Fair was held Thanksgiving weekend. Craft 
Fair Coordinators Russell Bressette and 
Richard Guertin report a very successful fair. 
 
During the last several years the Craft Fair 
Committee, which judges all applications for 
entry, has worked hard at elevating the 
quality and diversity of the new crafts being 
offered. The focus has been to distinguish 
this fair from others by the quality of the 
crafts being offered. The committee consists 
of Russell Bressette, Carol Bressette, Valerie 
Bogacz-Beaudoin, and Richard Guertin.  
The reputation of the Holiday Craft fair is 
spreading, and when some of our crafters 
are at other shows during the year they are 
asked about our Monson show.   The fair 
continues to be a major fundraiser for not 
only the Arts Council, but for the two 
churches that participate in the fair. Revenue 
that is generated by the crafters being placed 
in the church buildings is shared by the Arts 
Council and the Churches.  
 
Various other non-profit organizations in town 
also benefit by participating in the fair.  
 
Many thanks go out to all those volunteers 
who work hard in the preparation, 
participation and, of course, the clean up. 
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