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MAC:  L o o k i n g  F o r w a r d  
 
 

Dear Members and Friends. 
 
Opportunity. This is something that membership in the Monson Arts Council always offers you. The 
opportunity to expand your knowledge and appreciation of the theatre, the arts and music. But, more 
than that, opportunity to contribute to the cultural life of your community and to make new friends 
while doing that. 
 
This issue of our newsletter is filled with opportunities for you. We are in need of help, to carry out 
the many activities we are engaged in this spring. And our need is your opportunity! 
 
* You are needed to be staff at our art show for three weekends in April. 
* You are needed to help operate the "house" at our play for two weekends in April. 
* We are seeking volunteers to join in a lively effort to clean up Memorial Hall in June. 
* We are offering a workshop for members/friends who want to learn what goes into producing our 
plays - and we very much need people to help us produce those plays! 
 
None of the above tasks are terribly onerous. Most are very sociable and easy going ways to spend 
your time in a community setting. You may receive a phone call asking you to participate, or you may 
call the phone numbers listed in the notices within. Either way, I hope you will help us out and enjoy 
yourself while doing it. 
 
This is my last formal letter as President of the Monson Arts Council. Elections will be held soon at 
our Annual Meeting on April 23 and a good slate of officers and Board members has been proposed. I 
hope you can make time to come to our Pot Luck Supper followed by our Annual Meeting at the 
House of Art at 6:00 p.m. that Wednesday evening. There will be a 10% discount for all members who 
purchase art that evening. We'll also be recognizing members who have shown outstanding dedication 
to our organization. 
 
I thank all of you for supporting the Monson Arts Council as we enter our 30th year! Membership is 
way up and energy and ideas abound.  It has been a blessing to lead our group for the past two years, 
and of course, I hope to be a volunteer for many more years. I look forward to seeing you at our 
events! 
 
Artfully yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maureen Solomon 
MAC President 
Maureen@goodread.com 
413-267-3042 (w) and 413-267-5171 (h) 
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Those who suffered through – or savored – high 
school Shakespeare class will find kindred spirits in 
Monson Arts Council’s spring production of “I Hate 
Hamlet,” a clever comedy by Paul Rudnick. 
 
The two-act play will be performed on April 11, 12, 13, 
18, 19 and 20 in Monson’s Memorial Hall. Friday and 
Saturday night shows begin at 8:00 p.m. and Sunday 
afternoon matinees are at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Directed by Waldo Goodermote of Chicopee, “I Hate 
Hamlet” is a contemporary tale about the trials of a 
young television actor, Andrew Rally, played by Sean 
Landers of Blandford. The character of Andrew has 
come to New York, rather reluctantly, to play the role 
of Hamlet in Central Park. He has rented a large 
apartment that was once occupied by the famous 20th-
century actor (and womanizer) John Barrymore, 
played by Brent Northup, of Monson. 
 
As Andrew agonizes about playing the morose 
Shakespearean character, the ghost of Barrymore is 
summoned during a séance conducted by the 
flamboyant, flaky real estate agent, Felicia Dantine, 
portrayed by Rae Banigan, of Palmer. Also present at 
the séance is Andrew’s chain-smoking agent, Lillian 
Troy, in the person of Susan Trudeau, of Ware, who 
once had a romantic fling with Barrymore in this very 
apartment. 
 
Adding to Andrew’s angst, is his director friend, Gary 
Peter Lefkowitz, enthusiastically brought to life by 
Forris Day Jr. of Palmer, who advises against 
performing in a Shakespeare play, which he calls 
“algebra on stage.”  Even worse, according to Gary, is 
doing a play outdoors: “It’s Shakespeare for 
squirrels!” 
 
While Gary tries to entice Andrew to return to Los 
Angeles for a television series, Andrew’s pious, 
romantic girlfriend, Deirdre McDavey, played by 
Christine Henry, of Palmer, provides enticement of a 
different kind:  She is determined to remain celibate 
until she is married. 
 
Providing constant commentary and advice, usually 
unwanted, to Andrew, is the ever-present ghost of 
Barrymore, who is seen by some characters but 
invisible to others, resulting in many humorous 
misunderstandings and “deadly” one-liners. When 
Andrew challenges the ghost to demonstrate his 

supernatural powers, Barrymore quips, “I just rose 
from the dead – and how was your morning, Andrew?” 
 
The verbal duel between the garrulous ghost and the 
anxious actor inevitably leads to a literal sword fight, 
which will be choreographed by Monson resident 
Reed Coles, who is a fencing expert. But “all’s well 
that ends well” for the actors and the audience at the 
surprising conclusion of “I Hate Hamlet.”  
 
Tickets for the delightfully enlightening comedy are 
$14 for general admission and $12 for students and 
seniors. Patrons who dine at three local restaurants, 
Mustang Sally’s, Beth and Deb’s and Tenth Planet 
Pizza, will receive a coupon worth $2 off on their play 
tickets.  
 
For individuals, organizations and companies wishing 
to advertise in the play’s program, the cost is $25 for a 
quarter-page (business card size) ad; $50 for a half-
page ad; $100 for a full-page ad; and $125 for a back 
page ad. The deadline for purchasing ads is March 28. 
 
For further information, contact the play’s producer, 
Barbara Keffer, at 267-4286.  

By Rebecca Drake  

Fencing expert Reed Coles (left) looks over the fight scene 
in the "I Hate Hamlet" script with actors Sean Landers 
(second from left) and Brent Northup as director Waldo 
Goodermote and program designer David Xanatos 
observe. (Photo by Rebecca Drake) 
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If You’ve Always Wanted to be 

Part of Putting on a Play,  
But Didn’t Know Where to Start 

 
Here’s a Workshop for you, 

offered by the talented members  
of our Monson Arts Council theatre group. 

 
HOW TO PUT ON A SUCCESSFUL PLAY 
A Free Workshop on the following Topics: 

� Being a Producer 
� Finding the Right Props 
� Creative Costume Design 
� Stage Lighting 
� What Does a Director Do? 

 
Memorial Hall �  Tuesday, May 20, 2008  

7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Sign up today: Call Barbara Keffer – 413-267-4286 
Sign up via e-mail: Bkeffer@samnet.net 

Sign up on our web site: 
www.monsonartscouncil.com. 

Monson Arts Council 
Annual Meeting 

 
 

& Potluck Summer 
 
 
 
 

House of Art �  200 Main Street 
Enjoy our 15th Annual Art Exhibit & Sale 
10% off all purchases during this event! 

 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

6:00 p.m.—Supper 
7:00 p.m.—Elections & Recognitions 

 
Bring Something to Share 
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Member Opportunities With 
Monson Arts Council Events  
 
 
I Hate Hamlet  
Staffing for "House" 
Help Us Sell Tickets During Performances 
April 13th and 20th especially need staff. 
Call 413-267-4286 or e-mail Bkeffer@samnet.net 
 
The Dance of Texture Light & Color  
House of Art 
April 13, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 & 27 
We seek people who would like to be staff 
for 2-hour periods during these days. This is 
a very enjoyable way to see the Art Show. 
Call: 413-267-3451 to volunteer or e-mail 
macartshow@earthlink.net. 
 
Help Make Memorial Hall Sparkle!  
Member Tracy Trempe is organizing a Dynamite 
Memorial Hall Cleaning Session in June. Help will 
be needed for a 2-day sparkling up of our Historic 
Building. To volunteer call Chris Mertens at  
267-4428 or e-mail dc.mertens28@comcast.net. 
 

Betty & Tom Anderson 
Mary J. Bernat 
Rachel Booz 

Regina Cromack 
Nick Degon 

Denise Douglass 
Denis Duquette 
Andrea LeClair 

Just Write Words/Carol Munro 
Peter & Carol Mayberry 

D.C. Marcoux 

Melissa & Reginald Levesque 
Anna Ozolins 
Derek Ormond 

Arlene Parlapiano 
Peter Polonski 

Robert Price & Barbara Shepherd 
Lynn Salem 
Evelyn Stater 

Dan & Johanna Tassinari 
Elisabeth Weber 

A Breath of Fresh Air/Tracy Trempe 
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