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N E W S                 L E T T E R 

www.monsonartscouncil.com 
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Barbara Keffer has been selected as the 2008 
Monson Rotary Club’s Citizen of the Year.  As a 
long-time resident of Monson, Barbara has been 
active bringing arts into the community, provid-
ing guidance and direction to our youth and 
working with many other civic and cultural 
groups.   
 
In her early days in Monson she taught math and 
science at Monson Junior Senior High School.  
She was advisor to the National Honor Society 
and led students through one-act plays and full 
scale musical productions.  As a former student I 
remember her for her kind, easy way and her 
willingness to help all of us regardless of our 
circumstances or academic inclinations.   
 
Beyond school, she was one of the founders of 
the Monson Summer Theater that provides our 

youth with summer activity and an opportunity to gain theater experience.   Barbara 
worked with that group for 10 years and choreographed many of the plays.   
 
In 1978 Barbara was one of the founding members of the Monson Arts Council that 
has brought plays, art shows, music and the renowned holiday craft fair into our 
town.  Throughout the Arts Council existence her contributions have been a key to 
its great success and impact on our town.  She has been active in all of its activities 
and participated in plays as an actress, producer, play selection committee member 
and coordinator of behind the scene activities.   
 
She is a member of the board of directors of the Arts Council, has served as its 
President and has served as Treasurer for the past 15 years.  As Treasurer she is re-
sponsible for maintaining financial records and ensuring all of the proper legal fil-
ings are made to appropriate organizations and authorities.  Additionally, she has 
worked to make funds available for all of the Arts Council’s activities by securing 
grants and other funding.  (Cont’d on page 3) 

Monson Rotary Club Names 

Barbara Keffer Citizen of the Year 



�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
	

�



�
�

�
�

�



�



� (��2�

�
�����������	��
����
�
�	��
�
������
	�
����	����
�
����	��
����������	��	�������
 ������������

���������
������������
�
�
�	���
	����������




���
�������� 
�	� ���������
��!�����
�
"�������#$����
�	���
	����
�������	�������	������	� 
�	�����
��������	����
�	����
���	������
�����
	�
��

����	�	�

��������$����
	�� ���
	�	������������������
��������
��
	����
������������������	�$��%�

��������������� 
����
��	�����������������
������������
�������������

������������
�����
�$�� "��������	��
�������	������
�������������	��
�������


��	��
�������
�����	���� 
&�	$�
�
'
�(��������������������	�
�

��)��	
����
*��	����� �����	������������
�
����
�����
���+���$������	���
���������������#,��������� �������

�����
���
���
�	�


��������

����	���������
	�	��������������������� � ����	��$�
�
������	������	����
����������
����������
������	��� ���

���

���
	�
��
�����
���-������������	��

������������������

�����
�	$� �'����
-��������	���
�����
	���
���)	��������*����.��


��/����

������������� ������	������	�

���-

��	����
����������	�-
��������	������


�$�����
-	��.��


� ��������������������
�����������

������
�
������������
���
�����
������ �	������������

&��
�
�
�
������
���������������

���

����
�������-������� ���0������$��1�������������-��
��������	����
���	�����
�����
������ ���-

���	���� �

������
�	�2�
�
�
�
�
�

�

���(�����
3��	
��
��
��
	�
����	����
�
��

�����������	
�����
��
����������������
������
������
����������
������������������������������������	
����
� �
���������������
��������������
�����
�����������
��� �����
�����
��������������������������������
������������� ��
�
��� �
���������
�����������������
����
����
�����
�
������������
�������
�������
��
����
��������������� �����
�����	
�
��!���������"�������#������������������������ ���
�
����$��%���
�������&�������������'��(������������� �����


�����
�������
���������
����


�������
��������


 �����
��
��)�����(����������
����
��
���
�
��
��������������!�����������	�����
�
�������!������
"
����
���*����
�����+��
����������������
�����
��� ���
��
���������������������
��(�����
�����
���(���'������ �������

������������������

���
�������	
���+��������#�

� +������
�������������
�����������������
��
�������
(���
���
�������
����

�����������	
���



� (����

 The Scholarship Committee needs your help - 
 

MAC TALENT SHOW 
(to benefit the Scholarship Fund) 

 
 

Rehearsals  
Saturday, September 27th, 9:30 am to 3:00 pm and  

Tuesday, September 30th, 6:00 to 9:00 pm  
 

Talent Show  
Saturday, October 4th, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm  

 
This is the help we need: 

Assistant to Stage Manager 
Runners 

Green Room Supervisors 
Greeters 

Box Office  
Concession sales 

Set-up  
Clean-up 

 
Any and all help will be accepted. 

Experience not necessary.  
(This is the 1 st time we have all done this!) 

Call Jane Sterndale @ 413-967-9823 
 
 
We remain hopeful that we can raise enough money to offer a 
scholarship to a Monson student of $500 - $1000 next year. 
The committee has started this ball rolling but now needs your 
help. Members and non-members are encouraged to contact 
the Scholarship Committee if they can help at either of the 
rehearsals, the audition or the performance.  
 

If you have questions or wish to volunteer, 
please call Jane Sterndale at 413-967-9823 or 

email us at MAC_Talent_Show_2008@msn.com. 
 

Additional details are available at 
www.monsonartscouncil.com. 
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Monson Rotary Club Names Barbara Keffer 
Citizen of the Year (cont’d from Page 1) 

 
Barbara has offered her time to many organizations and 
causes such as: Friends of Keep Homestead Museum as 
Treasurer and volunteer; Literacy Center at the Palmer Li-
brary as a math tutor helping adult students pass the GED; 
Friends of Monson Library; Monson High School School’s 
Council; Monson Historical Society; Monson Heritage 
Committee; and Monson Cultural Council. 
 
So much in a community is dependent on the work of volun-
teers.  Since coming to Monson Barbara has willingly of-
fered selfless, dedicated and effective service whenever the 
need arose.  Her contributions have made and continue to 
make significant positive impacts on our town and on many 
of its people.  Monson is truly blessed that she chose to set-
tle here.   
 
Citizen of the Year Biography Written by  
Paul Sullivan, Rotarian 

The Monson Rotary 
"Citizen of the Year" Banquet 
Honoring Barbara Keffer is 

Scheduled for Tuesday, October 14 
at the Steaming Tender Restaurant  

in Palmer.  
 
A Social Hour begins at 6:00 p.m. with Dinner 
served at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $30.00 each and 
can be purchased at the Monson Free Library on 
High Street, Curtis Hodskins McKelliott 
Insurance Agency at 17 Palmer Road. Also you 
can call fellow Rotarian Mary Ann Brazas at 
(413)267-4264 for tickets or contact Rotary 
Central at (413)267-9984. The deadline to 
purchase tickets is October 8th . We have 
several speakers including Selectman Richard 
Guertin, State Senator Steve Brewer and State 
Representative Mary Rogeness, as well as 
members of the Arts Council. We should have an 
excellent turn-out for Barbara, a well deserving 
individual.  
       --- Dot Jenkins, Monson Rotary President  
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Just as traveling salesman and con artist, Harold Hill, made his 
way to River City, Iowa, in "The Music Man," this 1957 
Broadway smash is making its way to Monson.   The Monson 
Arts Council will be performing "The Music Man" November 
7, 8, 14, and 15 at 7:30 p.m. and November 9 and 16 at 2:00 p.
m. at Memorial Hall on Main Street in Monson.   This Tony 
Award winning musical is sure to delight crowds of all ages.  
 
The Music Man tells the story of Harold Hill, who connives his 
way into the hearts and minds of the residence of River City. 
His plan: to trick the townspeople into adopting his 
revolutionary - and expensive - music program to save the 
students in this small Iowa town. Once the parents of River City 
opened their wallets to pay for the expensive instruments and 
uniforms to implement the music program, Hill was going to 
vanish into the night as swiftly as he arrived.  What Hill didn't 
plan on, however, was falling in love with the town's librarian, 
Marian, while simultaneously instilling a love of music in the 
River City townspeople. Chaos ensues when Hill's credentials 
are questioned and he is called upon to prove himself to the 
citizens of River City.  
 
Rae Banigan and Elisabeth and Mark Weber are directing the 
show, and Forris Day and Brent Northup are producing. Tickets 
are available at the door. For more information, visit the 
Monson Arts Council's website www.monsonartscouncil.com.  

The Monson Arts Council's production of "The Music 
Man" will feature the talents of "Hit The Spot," a local 
barber shop quartet. The members of "Hit The Spot" from 
left to right are: Matthew Taylor, of Stafford Springs, 
Conn.; Richard Moriaty of East Longmeadow; Paul 
Lapenas of Monson and Steve Ossias of Tolland, Conn.  
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For eight mornings this summer ten Monson students created a Diversity Mural that is now hanging at the Monson High 
School.  This project was directed by visiting artist Shelly Shicoff.  Ms. Shicoff is the same artist, who in 2003 directed the 
creation of a mural which hangs outside Adams Supermarket in downtown Monson.  That mural, which was also created by 
a number of teens, depicts the rich history of Monson. 
 
On Thursday, August 28, a dedication was held at the Monson High School to commemorate the installation of the 
Diversity Mural and an accompanying plaque.  This project was funded by the Monson Arts Council, the Monson Free 
Library, and the Community Relations Committee as part of its ongoing No Place for Hate® campaign.  Squier Lumber & 
Hardware of Monson contributed the 4’ x 8’ panel which the mural is painted on. 
 
The dedication was opened by Monson High School Principal Jim Peters.  Kim Evans, Monson High School health teacher, 
and faculty co-adviser to Students for Tolerance Awareness Nurturing Diversity (STAND), said that co-adviser Robert 

Bardwell, guidance counselor at Monson High School, 
helped enlist students that had to apply to be a part of this 
project. 
 
Under Shicoff’s supervision, the ten muralists worked for 
eight days to complete the piece.   They created the design, 
and then drew and painted the images.   The muralists who 
participated in this project are: Wyatt Aloisio, Hannah 
Guertin, Sarah Lyon, Christina Richard, Natalie Smalley, 
Samantha Smalley, Luke Sullivan, Mariah Sullivan, Holly  
Tienken and Adrian Zanetti. 
 
The Monson High School is very proud to have such a 
beautiful and original piece of artwork adorning their hall 
that will serve as a constant reminder of the High School’s 
commitment to provide an environment of acceptance.   

At the dedication. . . Hannah Guertin, Christina Richards, 
Shelly Shicoff and Holly Tienken. 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all those who volunteered their time on June 21st and 28th to help give Memorial 
Hall the deep cleaning that it so desperately needed.  The Hall has fallen into disrepair in recent 
years due to budget constraints, a very limited janitorial staff, and lack of proper cleaning 
products that would ensure that nothing of historical value was damaged.   I was able to get my 

non-toxic, and not corrosive home made cleaning products approved by the Historical Society for cleaning of the 
hall, and with a great group of enthusiastic help, we accomplished all that we set out to. 
 
Approximately 20 volunteers spent these two Saturdays scrubbing, spraying and wiping away years of built up dust 
and dirt.  The front foyer, side conference rooms, main hall and balcony were completely cleaned from top to 
bottom, except for the out-of-reach walls and ceilings.   We hope to organize another clean up this fall to tackle the 
stage area and the two basement levels, and then maintain them from there so that the hall is clean for future 
productions and events.   
 
Thanks again to all those who helped breath some new life back into Memorial Hall! 
                                                                                                                                                                -Tracy Trempe 

Memorial Hall Deep Cleaned!�



Nonprofit 
Organization 
US Postage 

Paid 
Monson, MA 
Permit #31 

�����-
2��
�

���2� 33333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333�.)��2 33333333333333333�
�
�--�2�� 33333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333�
�
24������--�2�� 3333333333333333333333333333333���2�2���33333333333333333333333333333333�
�
���������������������� ��*���*& !�56� ������������������������ , ��!+�567�������������������������������� . �����5� 7�
�
������������������������� �&���
���57��������������� ��������������� �
�
� �����56����������������������� ��� ��"
���53333�
�
������������������������� �������������������������� ���������&���2��!��
*�5333333�
�

����������	
���

�
����������
�����
��������������� ������������������������

������������	�
���
�
��������������
������������������
,,,�"����� �����
���
���"�

�
���

���
���

	
�
���

�
�
� �

���
���

��	
�


��
��


���
���

���
���

�� �
���

���
���

	
�

���
���

���
���

�
�

��

���
���

���
���

��
�
�

���
���

��

���

���
���

���
�� �

���
���

���
 !�

"!
�#

!��
	!�

�$
!��

%
�

���
�&

�'

��&

��� �
���

���
���

(#
�)

�*
+

�
,��


-
���

���
���

.�

��

R
em

in
de

r 
. .

 . 
 

Y
ou

r 
M

em
be

rs
hi

p 
D

ue
s 

ar
e 

ba
se

d 
on

 th
e 

ca
le

nd
ar

 y
ea

r.
 

M
ar

k 
yo

ur
 c

al
en

da
rs

 to
 r

en
ew

 y
ou

r 
M

on
so

n 
A

rt
s 

C
ou

nc
il 

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

du
es

 o
n 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

1.
 


