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The Monson Arts Council is proud to present our production of the 
Rodgers & Hammerstein classic musical, The King and I.   

 
Auditions will be on Sunday, June 7, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. and 

Monday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m. at Memorial Hall, 198 Main Street, 
Monson. Performance dates are November 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 & 22 

at Memorial Hall.  
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Announcing the Monson Arts Counci l ’s fa l l  product ion.  .  .   

Tod Beall, Vice President of the Monson Arts 
Council, presents the Monson Arts Council's 
first scholarship award for $1,000 to Sarah 
Surprenant, a senior at Monson High School 
at the school's Awards Night.  More on the 
MAC Scholarship on Page 3. 

East versus West makes for a 
dramatic, richly textured and 
ultimately uplifting tale of 
enormous fascination. It is 1862 in 
Siam when an English widow, 
Anna Leonowens, and her young 
son arrive at the Royal Palace in 
Bangkok, having been summoned 
by the King to serve as tutor to his 
many children and wives. The 
King is largely considered to be a 
barbarian by those in the West, and 
he seeks Anna's assistance in 
changing his image, if not his 
ways. With both keeping a firm 
grip on their respective traditions 
and values, Anna and the King 
grow to  understand and, 
eventually, respect one another, in 
a truly unique love story. Along 
with the dazzling score, the 
incomparable Jerome Robbins 

ballet, "The Small House of Uncle 
Thomas," is one of the all-time 
marvels of the musical stage. 
 
Brent Northup is directing the 
show, Elisabeth Weber is musical 
director, Mark Weber is stage 
manager, Ray and Denise 
Surprenant are producing, Chris 
Mertens is overseeing the props, 
and Erin Greene is overseeing the 
costumes. We are still looking for 
volunteers to help with set design, 
production and painting, costumes, 
publicity, and other tasks. Tickets 
are available at the door. For more 
information, visit the Monson Arts 
C o unc i l ' s  we b s i t e  w w w.
monsonartscouncil.com. You can 
also call Ray or Denise at 413-
267-3078.  
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16th Annual Art Show Successful  
Our 16th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sale, GAIA,  was 
surely one of the most beautiful shows we have offered to our 
community.  Work by 64 regional artists filled the eight 
rooms and two halls of the House of Art, and attendance was 
good, with a regular flow of visitors during all hours of the 
show.  Three works of art and many small items in our print 
shop were sold, and the show showed a small profit.  
 
Thanks to Our Financial Supporters!  
A huge thank you to Monson Savings Bank, our major 
sponsor who provides funding for our prize money, as well as 
helping our advertising budget.  Also, thanks to the Valley 
Advocate Preview magazine whose sponsorship enabled us 
to advertise on their widely read pages.  We again owe thanks 
to the Monson Cultural Council and the Massachusetts 
Cultural Counci l for a grant supporting our advertising 
expenses and to Giclee of New England who provided prizes 
for our Honorable Mention Awardees and the Emerging 
Artist Award.  
 
Thanks to These Special Contributors  
Special thanks to Hardwick Vineyard & Winery  who 
sponsored our wine tasting and great appreciation to our 
Monson High School intern, Allison Hope, whose extended 
efforts took considerable burden from our volunteers in data 
entry and backup for our show hours.  Monson Fire 
Department hung our banner twice and assisted in repairs 
when it blew down the first time.  Jim Gambaro donated his 
digital projector and helped run it, despite recovering from 
surgery.  Thanks, also, to artist, Bruce MacDonald, who not 
only served as a juror this year, but also donated his own 
exhibited work of art and many framed original prints for use 
in our next fundraising auction.  
 
Thanks to Our Volunteers  
Many, many members of the Monson Arts Council 
contributed to the success of our show, including Dave 
Xanatos, professional web site designer, for his assistance in 
getting our show "online" and enabling artists to apply on our 

website. We also thank all the volunteers who cleaned the 
House of Art and helped hang the show, as well as came 
during the show and served as docents, and spread the word 
via email and word of mouth. A very special thanks goes to 
our Art Show Committee members who demonstrated special 
dedication this year: James Hoffman, Coordinator, Nancy 
Bryant, Reed Coles, David Dupuis, Marianne Gambaro, 
Susan James, Michael Kusek, Cindy Nothe, Jean Porwoll, 
Lynn Salem, Maureen Solomon, Jerry Wilson and Roberta 
Wilson.  
 
Prize Winners 
Beryl Salinger Schmitt of Longmeadow, MA was awarded 
the $1,200 Best of Show Prize. The award was announced at 
the Artists Reception of the exhibit, GAIA , on Saturday, 
April 18. Anita Licis-Ribak of Amherst took first Place and a 
$500 award with her photograph titled Ascent, Jon Murphy of 
Walkill, NY, received a $400 second place award for his 
work, a giclee print of a black and white ink drawing, Tree of 
Life. Jurors, Gloria Russell of Wilbraham, Stu Wetherbe of 
Holyoke and Bruce MacDonald of Adams, selected these 
awards, as well as five honorable mentions. 
 
Roland Desrocher of Monson Savings Bank, which 
underwrites prize monies at the Monson show, selected a 
pastel by Barbara Groff of Vernon, CT, for the $300 
President's award. The Committee Choice Award was split 
between Fran Gianfriddo of Brimfield for his painting entitled 
Wreck-Clamation and Juliet Bacchas of Monson for her 
ceramic sculpture, Maybel. A People's Choice Award, 
selected by attendees at the Artists Reception, went to Steve 
Wilda for his pencil drawing, April Fool Cover. 
 
Coming in 2010  
Next year our show dates will be one month earlier than in 
past years: March 13 - 28, 2010. Our theme: Black/White & 
Everything Between.  We'll be sending out a survey to our 
artists shortly, and are planning other changes to our usual 
process, in efforts to streamline our show and make it better.  
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is pleased to announce that because the Talent Show was such a success last year, we were able to 
present our first $1,000 scholarship award!  The committee members found this task to be difficult. The 
decision was a hard one but after hours of going over the applications, the recipient was Sarah Surprenant of 
Monson High School.   

As we gear up for this year’s Talent Show . . . auditions will be held on September 14 at Memorial Hall . . . we look 
forward to presenting another award for 2010. Applications for the award can be obtained through Monson High 
School.  The scholarship award is given to a Monson resident no matter what high school they are attending.  
 

This year’s Talent Show will be held on October 3.  More information will be presented and on the MAC website as 
soon as all the details are collected.  
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