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Tod Beall, Vice President of the Monson Arts
Council, presents the Monson Arts Council's
first scholarship award for $1,000 to Sarah
Surprenant, a senior at Monson High School
at the school's Awards Night. More on the
MAC Scholarship on Page 3.

Announcing the Monson Arts Council’s fall productio. .

The Monson Arts Council is proud to present our production of
Rodgers & Hammerstein classic musiddie King and .|

Auditions will be on Sunday, June 7, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. ang
Monday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m. at Memorial Hall, 198 Main Stree
Monson. Performance dates are November 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 &
at Memorial Hall.

East versus West makes for a
dramatic, richly textured and

ultimately uplifting tale of

enormous fascination. It is 1862 in
Siam when an English widow,

Anna Leonowens, and her young
son arrive at the Royal Palace in
Bangkok, having been summoned
by the King to serve as tutor to his
many children and wives. The
King is largely considered to be a
barbarian by those in the West, and
he seeks Anna's assistance in
changing his image, if not his
ways. With both keeping a firm

grip on their respective traditions
and values, Anna and the King
grow to wunderstand and,
eventually, respect one another, in
a truly unique love story. Along

with the dazzling score, the
incomparable Jerome Robbins

ballet, "The Small House of Uncle
Thomas," is one of the all-timg
marvels of the musical stage.

Brent Northup is directing the
show, Elisabeth Weber is musica
director, Mark Weber is stage
manager, Ray and Denis
Surprenant are producing, Chri
Mertens is overseeing the prop
and Erin Greene is overseeing th
costumes. We are still looking fo

o

volunteers to help with set desigr],

production and painting, costumes
publicity, and other tasks. Ticket

are available at the door. For more

information, visit the Monson Arts
Council's website www.
monsonartscouncil.com. You can
also call Ray or Denise at 413
267-3078.
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Spring.Art-Show Review

16th Annual Art Show Successful

Our 16th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sal&AIA, was
surely one of the most beautiful shows we haverefféo our
community. Work by 64 regional artists filled thegght

rooms and two halls of the House of Art, and atéerceé was
good, with a regular flow of visitors during all ims of the
show. Three works of art and many small itemsun mrint

shop were sold, and the show showed a small profit.

Thanks to Our Financial Supporters!

A huge thank you toMonson Savings Bank our major
sponsor who provides funding for our prize moneyywell as
helping our advertising budget. Also, thanks te tfalley

website. We also thank all the volunteers who deéathe
House of Art and helped hang the show, as well amec
during the show and served as docents, and spieaddrd

via email and word of mouth. A very special thaigikes to
our Art Show Committee members who demonstratediape
dedication this year: James Hoffman, Coordinatoandy
Bryant, Reed Coles, David Dupuis, Marianne Gambaro,
Susan James, Michael Kusek, Cindy Nothe, Jean Morwo
Lynn Salem, Maureen Solomon, Jerry Wilson and Rwaber
Wilson.

Prize Winners
Beryl Salinger Schmitt of Longmeadow, MA was awarde

Advocate Previewmagazine whose sponsorship enabled ushe $1,200 Best of Show Prize. The award was arcesliat

to advertise on their widely read pages. We aguaia thanks
to the Monson Cultural Council and the Massachusetts

the Artists Reception of the exhibiGAIA, on Saturday,
April 18. Anita Licis-Ribak of Amherst took firstl&e and a

Cultural Council for a grant supporting our advertising $500 award with her photograph titiédcent Jon Murphy of

expenses and tGiclee of New Englandwho provided prizes

Walkill, NY, received a $400 second place award s

for our Honorable Mention Awardees and the Emergingwork, a giclee print of a black and white ink dragj Tree of

Artist Award.

Thanks to These Special Contributors

Special thanks toHardwick Vineyard & Winery who

sponsored our wine tasting and great appreciatiorour

Monson High School intern, Allison Hope whose extended
efforts took considerable burden from our volundeier data
entry and backup for our show hours.Monson Fire

Life. Jurors, Gloria Russell of Wilbraham, Stu Wethedbe
Holyoke and Bruce MacDonald of Adams, selected ehes
awards, as well as five honorable mentions.

Roland Desrocher of Monson Savings Bank, which
underwrites prize monies at the Monson show, safee
pastel by Barbara Groff of Vernon, CT, for the $300
President's award. The Committee Choice Award vpdis s

Department hung our banner twice and assisted in repairsdbetween Fran Gianfriddo of Brimfield for his paindientitled

when it blew down the first timeJim Gambaro donated his
digital projector and helped run it, despite recong from

surgery. Thanks, also, to arti@ruce MacDonald who not
only served as a juror this year, but also dondtisdown

exhibited work of art and many framed original psifor use
in our next fundraising auction.

Thanks to Our Volunteers
Many,
contributed to the success of our show, includingvé
Xanatos, professional web site designer, for hisstence in
getting our show "online" and enabling artists pplg on our

Wreck-Clamationand Juliet Bacchas of Monson for her
ceramic sculpture,Maybel A People's Choice Award,
selected by attendees at the Artists Receptionf weBteve
Wilda for his pencil drawing, April Fool Cover

Coming in 2010
Next year our show dates will be one month eathan in
past years: March 13 - 28, 2010. Our theBkxck/White &

many members of the Monson Arts Council Everything Between. We'll be sending out a survey to our

artists shortly, and are planning other changesuio usual
process, in efforts to streamline our show and nitatbetter.

is pleased to announce that because the Talent Show was such a success lastyear able to
present our first $1,000 scholarship award! The committee members foutaskhis be difficult. The
decision was a hard one but after hours of going over the applicattmsecipient was Sarah Surprenant of

Monson High School.

As we gear up for this year’s Talent Show . . . auditions will be held on Septemberds@idvHall . . . we look
forward to presenting another award for 2010. Applications for the award can be obtained throngbrivHigh
School. The scholarship award is given to a Monson resident no matter what high Befi@oktattending.

N
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This year's Talent Show will be held on October Blore information will be presented and on the MAC website as

soon as all the details are collected.
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