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AUDITION FOR 
THE TALENT SHOW! 

 
Do YOU Have the MAGIC, the GIFT, or the 

WOW to win one of our Three CASH 
PRIZES — a Total of over $1,000+?! Then 

download an application flyer by clicking here 
and start planning your act! 

 

Plan to Audition Saturday ~ Sep. 12, 2009, 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Memorial Hall, Main 

Street, Monson.  There is a non-refundable 
entry fee of $25, which you may pay via 

PayPal online or by check. 
 

The entry deadline is September 4th, 2009. 
Proceeds will Benefit Monson Arts Council’s 

New Scholarship Fund for 
Area High School Graduates.  
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The Monson Arts Council has announced 
plans for its second annual Talent Show, to 
be held on October 3, 2009. The Talent Show 
is a fundraising event for the Monson Arts 
Council Scholarship, with all proceeds going 
to the scholarship fund. The Talent Show 
offers prizes totaling over $1,000, with an 
award of $600 for the first place winner.  Prize 
awards are made possible by a contribution 
from Monson Savings Bank, a grant from 
Verizon Foundation, and the support of many 
local businesses. 
 
Last year’s Talent Show was a smashing 
success, raising nearly $5,000 to start a 
scholarship fund for area high school 
graduates. Twenty talented acts performed to 
a packed Memorial Hall audience. Emily Ryan 
Reed from Ellington, CT, took the first prize of 
$600 singing and playing guitar on an original 
song, "Man in the Moon." She has since won 
other awards, and may be on her way to 
cutting a demo. Rich "Oaky" O'Connor of 
Monson won the $250 second prize with his 
original song, "On a Wave," also 
accompanying himself on guitar.  Kasey 

Greene of Monson took third prize of $150 
singing and playing guitar and harmonica on 
his own song, "Cedar Crate." Rosa Ruscitti of 
Springfield, MA, took the $25 Honorable 
Mention with her lyrical flag dance, "Above 
the Storm." The contestants were enthusiastic 
about the experience, and the many nice 
people they met. 
 
This year’s show promises to be even better. 
In response to many requests, the age limit 
for entrants has been removed; performers of 
all ages may apply. The deadline for entries 
to be submitted is September 4, 2009, with 
auditions to be held on September 12  at 
Memorial Hall in Monson. The auditions will 
be scheduled on a first-come first-serve basis, 
so those who submit their applications early 
will have the best choice of audition times. 
The talent show will be limited to the twenty 
best entrants. 
 

Anyone interested in further information, or in 
submitting an application, should visit the 
council website www.MonsonArtsCouncil.
com. 
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The Summer Art Camp has wrapped up another successful year.  In its third year, Art Camp Director Bill 
Devine succeeded in developing another exciting program.  The Monson Arts Council in partnership with  the 
Monson Parks and Recreation Department sponsors the Summer Art Camp, which instructs campers in a 
variety of the arts, including drawing, pottery, yoga, the performing arts and dance.   
 
Thirty-six campers attended the Summer Art camp held three weeks in July.  Field trips included visits to the 
Springfield Quadrangle and the Berkshire Museum.  Each Friday there was a Gallery at the House of Art 
which exhibited the art that was created by the campers for that week.  The Gallery was enthusiastically 
attended by campers’ friends and family. 
 
We’re looking forwarded to another fun and creative Summer Art Camp in 2010. 
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The Monson Arts Council is proud to present our production of 
the Rodgers & Hammerstein classic musical, The King and I.   

 
Performance dates are  

November 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 & 22 
at Memorial Hall.  
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Director Brent Northup comments on "The 
K i n g  a n d  I " :  
"The King and I" is one of the most 
popular of the Rogers and Hammerstein 
musicals. Set in 1860's Siam, now known 
as Thailand, the play is about the 
relationship between the King of Siam and 
the school teacher he has imported from 
England to teach his children the ways of 
the modern world. The relationship is not 
an easy one because of the clash of 
cultures represented by a strong-minded 
single mother and the old-world king with 
multiple wives struggling to modernize his 
c o u n t r y .  
In a way, the play is about our European 
traditions as much as it is a study of 
Southeast Asia. The real king our 
character is based on, King Mongkut, was 
a thoughtful, scholarly man, more like 
Ghandi than the demanding, somewhat 
manic king in the play, but western 
cultures have not, in the past, spent much 
time trying to give "foreigners" accurate 
portrayals. One of the true historical 
events that was preserved in the play from 
that time is the fact that England did 

consider taking Siam into its empire as a 
protectorate, because of its "backward" 
ways. It was the skill of King Mongkut, 
his successor son King Chulalongkorn and 
other leaders that kept Siam, now 
Thailand, the only Southeast Asian 
country that has never been ruled by a 
f o r e i g n  p o w e r .  
Our King, played by Dave Soriol, will 
have all of the energy and command the 
character requires, and Megan Fish will 
bring her charms and her well-known 
musical theater skills to Anna, the English 
schoolteacher. We're again fortunate to 
have Elisabeth Weber doing the musical 
direction, and we have an exciting young 
talent, Madelyn Wiley, choreographing the 
show. We've seen Madelyn's dancing 
skills in MAC productions, and we're 
happy to have her on the direction team. 
Audiences will remember songs like 
"Hello Young Lovers", "Getting to Know 
You", and "Shall We Dance?" as they 
enjoy Monson's talented actors, singers 
and dancers, young and old, in this great 
c r o w d - p l e a s i n g  m u s i c a l .  
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