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Christina Grace Mastrangelo of Wilbraham won Best of Show at our 
2010 Spring Art Exhibition and Sale with her charcoal drawing entitled 
“Sara Nude”. She is shown here (center) receiving her $1,000 in prize 
money, donated by Monson Savings Bank, from Maureen Solomon (at 
right), Coordinator of this year's show. At left, Emile Tobenfeld, of 
Framingham, who won First Prize in the Photography Category, 
captures the moment. Other First Prizes went to Steve Wilda of Hadley 
in the Drawing Category, Linda Spelko, of Monson, in the 3-Dimensional 
Work Category, and Monson native Geoff Houghton, now of 
Broadbrook, CT, in the Painting Category.   Story on Page 2.                             
                                                                       -Photo by Richard Solomon 
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2010 has been a year to celebrate for our Monson Arts 
Council 17th Annual Spring Art Exhibition & Sale. We 
were overwhelmed with 150 artists who entered the juried 
show -- winnowed by our capable jurors down to 96 
artists. The show, designed & hung by David Dupuis with 
volunteers from the Monson Arts Council and the Art 
Show Committee.  
 
Attendance and sales also climbed to new heights. Close 
to 250 people attended the opening reception the first 
weekend and another 150 strolled through the exhibit on 
the following Saturday when we enjoyed an outdoor wine 
tasting in glorious March sunshine. Fifteen works of art 
were purchased during the 3 weekends of the show, 
another record broken!  
 
Many thanks to all of you who attended our show. Special 
thanks go to the following people Art Show Committee: 
Nancy Bryant, Reed Coles, David Dupuis, Marianne 
Gambaro, James Hoffman, Susan James, Mickey Kusek, 
Jean Porwoll, Lynn Salem, Maureen Solomon, Roberta 
Wilson, Jerry Wilson.  
 
Jurors: Barbara Groff is known for her award-winning still 
life pastel paintings. After a successful career as a 
graphic designer, she turned full-time professional painter 
in 2002. A Connecticut native and largely self-educated 
fine artist, she has garnered numerous awards for her 

work. Robert Floyd, owner/director of The Robert Floyd 
Photo Gallery and Learning Center, is a working 
photojournalist and an award winning nature 
photographer. Tom Kellner holds an M.F.A. in Sculpture 
from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He has 
an extensive background of exhibitions, teaching, artist 
residencies, and private commissions. His areas of 
mastery include sculpture, woodworking, stained glass, 
photography, silk-screen, and paper making.  
 
Special thanks to our sponsors: First and Foremost, 
Monson Savings Bank who has underwritten our prizes, 
Giclee of New England who sponsors our Honorable 
Mention Awards, ValleyAdvocate/Preview Magazine who 
sponsors our advertising, Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, who sponsored our new full color program which 
featured all our prize winners. Hardwick Winery & 
Vineyard who sponsored the Winetasting and Adams 
Liquors who sponsored our reception wine service.  
Thanks also to the Monson Fire Department for Hanging 
our Banner. Special thanks and appreciation to Cathy 
Johnson who volunteered her time to work in our Print 
Show all three weekends! Thanks to Emma Johnson who 
served as our first ever paid docent and Print Shop 
Manager. Much appreciation to Jeff Roberts at Roberts & 
Sons Printing, and to Hampden Sign Company who made 
us a banner that we can use again for many years. 
 

M o ns o n  A r t s  Co un c i l  S cho l a r s h i p 
Accepting Applicants 
 
A $1,000 scholarship is available to any high school senior who has lived in the town of Monson 
for at least two years. The candidate should have a demonstrated interest and involvement in the 
arts. Proof of this involvement will be made by submitting a portfolio or video or audio tape where 
appropriate. We also require an essay of about 250 words explaining why the arts are important to 
you and the community. Candidates need not be seeking a degree in the arts to apply for this scholarship. Applicants 
must submit five copies of everything they are sending. 
 

Payment will be made directly to the school at the beginning of the second semester after a transcript from the first 
semester and proof of enrollment for semester two are provided.  Please mail to: Monson Arts Council , Scholarship 
Committee, P.O. Box 306, Monson, MA 01057. 
 

The Scholarship Committee would love to have more members involved to help continue to have financial assistance 
available for students.   
 

If you are interested in serving on the Scholarship Committee, please call Lynn Salem at 267-0003. 



 
The Monson Arts Council, in 
collaboration with the 
Monson Parks and Recreation 
Department, is announcing it’s 
fourth year of Summer Art 
Camp.  The Summer Art Camp 
will run for two weeks, July 12-16 and July 19-23.  The 
registration fee is $165 for the week, including a field trip, and 
there is a $25 discount for the second week.  Once again, the Art 
Camp will offer instruction including, but not limited to 
drawing, ceramics, yoga, the performing arts and paper making.  
On Fridays there will be an art exhibit at the House of Art to 
display the creative work done by the campers throughout the 
week. 
 

The Camp is proud to introduce Donna Beck as the Summer Art 
Camp Director.  Donna Beck is succeeding Bill Devine who had 
directed the camp in its first three years.  Donna is a practicing 
fiber and mixed media artist. Her studio and business, 2:30 am 
Studio, is located at Indian Orchard Mills. She has an MA and 
an MAE from Ball State University and has taught college level 

courses since 1994.  She is 
currently a member of the art 
faculty at WNEC. She has taught 
in the Monson Art Camp and 
Westfield State College’s “Kids 
to College” program. Donna has 
also held administrative positions 

as a Regional Supervisor in retail and as an Assistant Dean of 
College Admissions. She has studied with numerous fiber artists, 
exhibits her work regularly, and works on many commission 
pieces.  
 
Donna is asking that if anyone has any art supplies/materials 
they would like to donate for the camp (paints, brushes, canvas, 
clay, found objects, etc.), please contact the Parks and Rec 
Office. 
 
For more information, or to register for the Summer 
Art Camp, please call the Monson Parks and 
Recreation Department at 413-267-4105.  The Parks 
and Rec office hours are Monday-Thursday,  
8:00 a.m.—Noon. 
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February 12 proved to be an evening inspired by poetry, a theatrical reading of 
Shakespeare, comedy scripts, instrumentals and song.  The evening was a great success 
with over 50 people attending.  The performers were as follows:  
 
· John A. Thorpe : Instrumental on the mountain dulcimer, his original “Hovey Road 
Shuffle.” Also performing  “Nutfactory Shuffle” and “Shanandoah  
· David Sauriol : Excerpts from Shakespeare’s Henry V 
· Christina Richard : Playing the piano and singing her original composition, “You Bring 
Out the Best in Me” 
· Barbara Keffer & Brent Northup : Performing “I’m Herbert,” a comedy script by 
American playwright, Robert Anderson 

· Ron Russis : Reading his original poems, “Meditation on Winter’s Solstice,” “Suburban Development, Rural 
Decay,” and “On Deciding to Sell” 

· Isabella Coffy-Moore : Singing “Honeybee” by Zee Avi and accompanying herself on guitar 
· Maureen Solomon : Reading four original poems 
· Ray Surprenant : A reading on “The Harmful Effects of Tobacco” 
· Stephen Ross : Singing the ballad, “Speechless” 
· Gay Paluch : Reading three original poems:  “Dignity,” “Planting Tulips,” and “Just This Morning” 
· Jane Sterndale : Singing “Nearness of You” with Accompanist Rob Denehy on piano 

 
The program was presented by Library Director Hope Bodwell.  Also hosting the event were Arts Council Members 
Christine Mertens, Jo-Anne Fortier and Judy Sanders. On behalf of the Monson Arts Council, Board President Tod 
Beall presented the proceeds from the Coffee Shop to the Monson Free Library. 
                                                        
The Reviews of a standing- room-only audience were most positive. The wonderful local talent provided an evening 
of entertainment in the intimate atmosphere of the Monson Free Library DeSantis Room. The Monson Arts Council 
co-sponsored this event along with the Monson Free Library. Committee members, Hope Bodwell, Joanne Fortier, 
Judy Sanders and Chris Mertens provided refreshments for all to enjoy . All proceeds were presented to the Library 
at the termination of the program.  
 
The Arts Council wishes to express gratitude to Monson Free Library for hosting this event in such a comfortable 
venue, Many thanks to all performers for their participation and also to the great audience for attending and 
expressing their pleasure on leaving the library.  Monson Arts Council is planning to make the Coffee House a yearly 
event and hopes to have community support over and over again! 
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