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Dear Members,

“Welcome” and “thank you” are appropriate comments today. Not only do we have
new members to welcome warmly into the group, but we also have new Board of
Directors members to acknowledge. Donna Beck-Sullivan and Ray Surprenant
agreed to serve one year terms and were elected at our Annual Meeting in April.
Each of them brings many years of interest and experience in the arts. Donna will
not only serve on the Board, but will also be the Director of the Summer Arts Camp
this year. Ray is a very visible presence in Monson and elsewhere due to his
passion for the theater. Ray and his wife, Denise, will be producing our fall
production, “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory”. I'm sure both Ray and
Donna will be great contributors to your Arts Council in the coming year.

I'd also like to thank June Mumford, Holly Belanger and Brent Northup for their
years of participation on the Arts Council (and which I'm sure will continue as they
are each devoted supporters of arts in the community) and on the Board of
Directors this past year.

So far, in 2010, we have had several exceptional programs take place. The Ten
Minute Play Festival in April showcased six original, short plays and opened yet
another artistic avenue for us to explore in the community in the future. Well done
to all involved!

The art show, “Black and White and Everything In Between” raised the quality bar
yet again as nearly 100 artists from around the region displayed recent work.
Attendance and sales were excellent. The Art Show Committee deserves
congratulations for a great show. If you plan to submit work for next year’s show,
get ready as the competition will likely be substantial and your work will have to rise
high. The effort will be worthwhile, though, as the Committee has begun to award
more prizes in more categories.

If you have youngsters in grades 2-8 in the family, our Summer Art Camp, co-
sponsored with the Monson Parks & Recreation Department, will be perfect for
them. Conducted this year during two weeks in July, it features so many activities
that you should really visit the website page at http://www.monsonartscouncil.com/
artcamp.asp for details. As mentioned above, the camp will be directed by active,
professional artist Donna Beck-Sullivan and held at Granite Valley Middle School in
Monson. This is the fourth year for this fun and popular program. Thanks in
advance to all involved; | think you're going to like this one!

Best wishes to all for a safe and happy summer. See you at Summerfest (July 5)!
Be sure to stop at the House of Art for the “Members’ Art Show” exhibit.

~Jod Lea )|

Tod Beall, President




please contact her at 413-267-3129.

Monson High School student Christina Richard rdgeapiproached the
Monson Arts Council Board of Directors to proposeharale group.
Recently it was announced that because of budgeta@the School
Department, there is a strong possibility thatrthesic program would be
eliminated from the high school. This would be fingt year that there would be no
music programs, including band and chorus, in dijlanson’s schools.

Because of this discouraging outlook, Christina thedidea to address the MAC Board
with the hope that the Board would support a Mon&da
Council chorale group. Christina had several irmtive
thoughts of where and when the group could perform,
including a regularly scheduled practice time. plan was
enthusiastically embraced by the Board and the lasked

¥ her to come back with a detailed budget plan.

We applaud Christina’s ambition to come forwardhwttis
proposed opportunity to continue to have the arédlable to
the community in such a creative way.

If you are interested in being a part of this ckegroup or would like to help Christina,
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The new director of the

Monson Summer Art Camp,

Donna Beck, is a practicing

fiber and mixed media artist.

Prior to being named

Director, she taught in the

Summer Camp. Her studio

and business, 2:30am Studio, is part of “The Artists at
Indian Orchard Mills” in Springfield, and she is member of
the art faculty at Western New England College. Her work
was recently featured in the “Artisan Showcase” of Living
Spaces Magazine (2009).

Beck believes the Art Camp is an excellent opportunity for
young people to get involved in the arts and learn from
highly qualified instructors. Some of the new instructors
also hail from Indian Orchard Mills, such as Alexandra
Walters, an accomplished artist, who will teach drawing
and painting. Dana Zarenko, an aide at Converse Middle
School in Palmer, has also had extensive experience with
youth in summer camps and will be teaching a mixed
media class where students will design habitats for
imaginary creatures. “The instructors are so enthusiastic
and have some wonderful projects and ideas to get the
students excited about the arts and creativity. The
response to our Camp, from both the instructors and the
students, is overwhelmingly positive. We have campers
who come back year after year, and instructors who are

serious about bringing quality
learning experiences to share
with them. It's a very
encouraging and fun
atmosphere.”

In addition to drawing, painting
and habitat building, the Camp will offer dance, yoga,
drama, mixed media with students building shrines and
figures, and more! On Fridays, we will showcase the
students’ work for all to enjoy.

The very reasonable tuition includes a field trip; trips this
summer are planned to Old Sturbridge Village and the
Worcester Art Museum.

Open to boys and girls in grades 2-8, the Camp will be
held at Granite Valley Middle School in Monson and will
run for 2 weeks: July 12-16 and July 19-23.

The Summer Art Camp, in its 4" year, is sponsored by the
Monson Arts Council and the Monson Parks and
Recreation Department. For more information, and to
download a registration form, go to http://www.monson-
Ma.gov/Public_Documents/
MonsonMA_Recreation/index or call the Parks
and Recreation Department at 267-4105.

oL



Nonprofit
Organization
US Postage
Paid
Monson, MA

% Permit #31

&'& ($)*
+ % ),)-.
& &

Y&  F+ * -+ %,
)& *0 +* +%..

+. %%+ ++

/ 0 [] 11*02 [] o 2
4 02 ] 4 $&" 0 [] " 0,,

S=
r
|
|
|
|
|
|
: %OA)+ IR R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RRREE]
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
[



